‘s C.F.M. 'MIGRANT WCRKER' QUESTICNNAIRE 
Jf Sponsored by the South-Bend--Mishawaka Federation of the Christian Family Movement 


The problems of Spanish-speaking farm workers have recently come to the attention of 
CFM groups in South Bend and Mishawaka. These problems were discussed at the last 
Federation meeting, and this questionnaire is the result of the action taken at that meeting. 


The workers’ families are located on several farms near South Bend and total more than 
250 persons who live in physical conditions far below the standards of even their poorest 
fellow American city dweller. Most families, though baptised Catholics, have had few 
privileges to learn anything about their faith. Older children must qui school to augment 
the family income by work in the fields. A high school graduate is a rarity. The average 
wage is 75¢ an hour for men and 60¢ an hour for women. On rainy days there is no work. 
A family of 10 children is not uncommon. An annual family income of more than $2,000 is 
exceptional. Living conditions are generally poor: few homes have running water; coal 
and kerosene cooking stoves are used; one- or two-room shacks and outdoor community 
toilets are the rule. (See Sept. 20 issue of New Life for further details.) 


In order to make the best use of all available facilities and resources, CFM is making a 
survey to determine the number of people interested in the "migrant worker” problem. After 
the survey is completed, CFM will be able to deal with the problem effectively and effi- 
ciently. You need not volunteer for several jobs, only that portion of the problem which 
best suits you. An action group may also volunteer to assume responsibility for some par- 
ticular activity. 


Please read the attahced survey forms and indicate below which fields of activity you 


are most interested in. Your action group leader will collect the forms at your next meeting 


and turn them in to your praish section leader or contact couple, who in turn will deliver 


them to one of the following: John Erskine (Sacred Heart), 33-A, Vetville, Notre Dame; 
St. Joseph, 


Following is a list of the general categories: 
A. Transportation D. Recreation 
B. Education E. Professional Services H. Legislative Approach 
C. Religious Instruction F. Employment and Housing I. Niles Problem 
RBCs eaten Ra eet i A re el Bae J. Miscellaneous 


G. Material Needs 


(Please Fill Out) (Comment, etc., on reverse side) 
HUSBAND WIFE 
I am interested in general category (ies) I am interested in general category (ies) 
A,B,C,etc.) and will voluntee 
( arid will volunteer d (A,B,C,etc.) and will volunteer 
my services for item(s) no. (see 


my services for ite ; see 
attached breakdown). ¥ item (s) no. __ ( 


attached breakdown). 


Name 
Address 


Phone 


Action Group Leader 


SE nent 


Name 
Address 


Phone 
Action Group Leader 


i 


Questionnaire -2- Item No, 


A. TRANSPORKEATION 
Problem: Religious instruction, recreation, goods, etc., can be obtained 
for migrant worker families, but transportation is needed to and from the 
various farms. 
1. I have a car (truck, bus, etc.; please specify with item) and will volunteer 
to transport teachers, children, food, or clothing 
a. One day per month...... 
b. Two days per month 
c. When I!fm called, if it 
is convenient 
2. I will volunteer to act as coordinator of Transportation... 


B. EDUCATION 
Problem; Frequently the children need special help with their school work. 
1. General: I will help tutor children in general subjects, i.c., reading, 
writing, arithmetic, AsMONCS- a WEEK i. cmueaae'e so (5) 
b. twice a month.......... (6) 
ss BORON IOUT g siwigraceny ao «xa (7) 
fOr SWOSNGULE visitas sae se « (0) 
e. in the evening.......... (9) 
fe, OR BAUgrday . 6 wva/vare e's os (10) 
Gs OCCERIONS Vis age cs cae » (11) 
2. Auxiliary: I cannot help instruct the children but will be glad to work on ways 
of promoting education for the children by investigating special means, i.e., 
obtaining books, paper, films, etc., for the children to use in their home 
RAPER Re a IEAIE statis s. 5 th §; 5 Cred MT RIT eye k 6 Se 91d RAG ee A oh SE 
I will seek the help of qualified persons in the field of education...... 
Education in Language. Problem: Most of the adult workers speak very 
little English and consequently the children need special help with the 
English language. 
I will instruct in English........ eeecceceeQe ONCE A month. 
b. twice a month..... 
c. occasionally.... 
d. in an emergency 
I will help obtain films, language records, etc., and seek other ways of 
ootaining help for the children and adults, to assist them in overcoming 
the language DOLE CUEMEe Tae Gee Wicd Pie Ce Cee ee ea aio sk ee od a 
4. I will volunteer to act as coordinator for the Education and Language group..... 


C. Religious Instruction 


Problem: At present the children are receiving some religious instruction 
from Brothers, Sisters, and Seminarians. More help is needed. 

1. I will help instruct the children in their Catechism a. once a MOTIVE ola clack rele’ ia 6 
twice a month.........« (2)) 
during the evening... 

Gn, Saturday:s.:se sess 

ee neve scarand Can divers .c20% cote ec x 

3. I will act as Religious Instruction coordinator. . 


Questionnaire Item No. 


D. RECREATION 
Problem: Since the adult workers have only a limited income and are fre- 
quently unemployed, they find themselves with leisure time and nothing to 
do. With children the problem is even greater. A good recreational program 
is needed. 
. I will help arrange a recreational program for the workers and their children 
and act as coordinator for the recreation program....cececeeseseccecvesecececs (26) 
. I will help carry out the recreational program and can work 
AeMONnCe a MONnth «s%s ses lels ole (ZL) 
b. twice a month ae As): 
Gx BCCASIONSUYV «<0 i0 vce. (29) 
d. during the evening...... (30) 
@. ON WECKENdS. os cms ec cece (Gl) 
I do not have sufficient time for the above but will volunteer to work on ways 
and means of obtaining films, books, playground equipment, money for needed 
equipment and the help of qualified people... ..eepeeeresesees 


E. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Problem: Frequently it is financially or otherwise impossible for these 
people to obtain professional services or advice. Doctors, lawyers, 
dentists, nurses, and businessmen are needed. 
A ile iweb eisvewuerer eye 6) a, claletaueseietele sieteroiei nhs ateheteta) ovat OCs 
joy 
roa 
Cio Ou NUTSC's old sc-5-0/6. 
and will volunteer my services when I am able. 
2. Iam familiar with loans and interest rates and will volunteer to help the 
people to obtain loans at minimum interest... .eeeecere reece versscceseeeees (37) 
3. I will act as coordinator for professional services (collect and maintain a 
Wiet OF those WhO VOLUNCGEr SELVICED) ss oa sovsacccvecdctesecenecseeccsese e hO) 


F. EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING 

Problem: Many of the workers wish to obtain more permanent employment 

and would like to improve their present housing situation. 
1. I will help workers contact the State Employment Bureau for jobs eee TPA RSS), 
2. I will help workers check other farms or employers in the area for a new job.... (40) 
3. I will keep a list of anemployed workers so CFMers can request their services.. (41) 
4. I will contact real estate agents about low cost housing when needed.......+.. (42) 
5. I will watch the classified ads for jobs and housing......sesesceccescereceee (43) 
6. I wolunteer to coordinate the Employment and Housing program.....+.+ee+e+e (44) 


G. MATERIAL NEEDS 
Problem: Occasionally a Spanish-speaking family is in dire need of clothing, 
cooking equipment, bedding, or appliances. Many of us have or know of dis- 
carded material that would answer the need. The problem is to get these things 
to the destitute families. Food also becomes an occasional need, especially 
during the winter when jobs are scarce. 
1. In case of an emergency I will conduct a food drive in my parish.....+seeeeees (45) 


Questionnaire -4- 


2. I will help a family to obtain Township Relief food..... 
3. If necessary, I will condact a clothing drive....... 
4. I wili help sort out clothes........ 
5. I will help distribute clothes : 
6. I will look (when needed) for free appliances, beds, furniture, etc., through 
the parish bulletin, word of mouth, etc patetaveie 
- I will maintain a list of needy families and their cosine nents. she suere) wiles 
& I will volunteer to act as coordinator for Material Needs......:% 


H. LEGISLATIVE APPROACH 
Problem: In order really to solve the migrant worker problem, certain laws must 
be enacted and enforced to protect these people and give them their proper 
position in society. 
I will look into the laws concerning migratory farm workers either now in effect 
or under consideration by the Indiana State Legislature, to sec if CFM should 
lobby for passage, defeat, improvement, or repeal sishetaroierbials scar evers-e) (OD) 
2. I will survey the preseht Federal laws concerning the migrant worker and prepare 
a report on these for the Legislative coordinator...... - Gieterhi a ahaha mieies*, .(04) 
3. I will volunteer to act as legislative coordinator .. 


I. NILES PROBLEM 

Problem: About 60 Puerto Rican workers are employed by a mushroom producer 
in Niles, Michigan. A majority of these are single men who live on the property. 
They need recreation and religious instruction. Social activities are lacking. 
Men are needed to assist with this work. 

- I will help arrange a recreation program and social activities for these men. . (56) 

I will survey tHe Niles area to see if any organizations are interested in 
helping the wakers (contact Catholic churches, K of C., etc.)....ececeeseees (57) 
. I will contact Niles churches and plan a program to introduce CFM to the Niles 
area in the hope that people in the Niles area will become interested in the 
worker problem 


J. MISCELLANEOUS 


1. I cannot volunteer for any of the above items, but will baby sit with the children 
of others who may be working on some phase of the migrant worker problem 
a. once a month.... 
b. occasionally 
c. in an emergency. 
2. I will investigate the various methods other CFM groups have employe eg in 
dealing with the migrant worker problem in other communities.......e..e2+eee00~ (62) 


(If you have additional suggestions or advice to offer, pleaseuse the back of the survey 
form for your remarks.) 


